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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 



2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Art Unit: 2611 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

The examiner is unclear what is meant by "wherein said particular one signal is 
said predetermined one of said signals currently". Examiner will refer to this limitation to 
read as: "wherein one of the media input signals is currently". 

Double Patenting 

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 
F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Long!, 759 F.2d 887, 225 
USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 
1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970);and, In re Thorington, 
418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .321(c) may be 
used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double 
patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly 
owned with this application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b). 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 

1. Claims 1-15, and 17 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-2, 11-12, and 
15-18 of U.S. Patent No. 6,038,614 (Chan etal.). Although the conflicting claims are 
not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other (see table and discussion 



below). 
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Instant Application 
09/002,990 


Patent 6,038,614 


1 . A multimedia system, comprising: 
a plurality of media input signals; 


1. A multimedia system, comprising: 
a plurality of multimedia sources; 


at least one setting associated with said 
signals which controls presentation of media 
from said signals; 


1 . at least one setting associated with said 
sources and configured to control 
presentation of media from said source; 


and wherein each of said signals is 
associated with a value for said settings; 


1 . said setting key controlling at least one 
parameter of the presentation of media from 
one of said plurality of sources 


to thereby allow independent control of said 
setting for each of said signals. 


2. said setting key controls presentation of 
media from only one of said plurality of 
sources 


2. claim 1, further comprising a media 
subsystem having a plurality of media input 
devices for providing said media input 
signals. 


1 . a plurality of media sources (which 
provide media input signals) 


Claims 3 and 4 (obvious) 


Chan defines that a "media input device" 
can provide video or audio, or both (obvious 
to do so) 


5. an user input device for producing a 
selection command 


1 . user-input device having a plurality of 
source-selection means corresDondina to 
said plurality of media signals 


a media adaDter for selectina one of said 
media input signals for presentation to said 
user in response to said selection command, 


2 wherein said svstem is confiaured so that 

m VVI 1 \^ 1 \^ 1 1 1 Wvl 1 V X«/ V III 1 X> \^ 1 1 1 1 u \*M 1 \A * 1 1 * 

said setting key controls presentation of 
media from only one of said plurality of 
sources when said source-selection key 
corresponding to said one of said plurality of 
courses in said active state. 


Claim 6 (obvious^ 


Obvious to Drovide a monitor or other cutout 

\™ ■/ it,/ v i >-/ vi k v/ \ \m/ V 1 VI U 1 1 1 1 1 1 l\S 1 \Sl \S hi 1 \m* 1 \S VI *|v VI I 

device 


7 whprpin ^aiH u^pr innut Hpvirp furthpr 

/ ■ VVI I V_* 1 1 1 1 OG 1 VJ UO^/I II IUUI UCVIwv IUI LI Id 

produces a setting modification command, 
and wherein and wherein said adapter is 
responsive to said modification command to 
modify the value of said setting for only said 
one media signal 


1 ^ u^pr innut dpvirp havino a nluralitv nf 

i . a uo^i iiiLyui viv7 viv/U i ici vi i iy a yji ui aiiiy v/i 

source-selection keys corresponding to said 
plurality of multimedia sources, 

said setting key controlling at least one 
parameter of the presentation of media from 
one of said plurality of sources 


Claims 8-9 (obvious) 


Obvious to provide an input device and a 
GUI 


10. A computer-readable medium containing 
computer instructions and data for carrying 
out the steps of: 

associating a value of a setting with each 
of a plurality of media input signals in a 


15. A computer-readable medium having 
stored therein instructions and data for 
performing the method of: 

receiving settings for controlling the 
presentation of media from said selected 
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multimedia system; 

selecting one of said media input signals 
for presentation to a user of said system; and 

oresentina said one media inDut sianal to 
said user with the value of said setting 
associated with said one media input signal. 


channels; 

selecting among a plurality of media 
channels from sources in a multimedia 
system; 

controlling the presentation of media 
from said channels individually in response 
to said settings 


11. A medium according to claim 10, wherein 
said associating step further associates a 
oluralitv of settinas with each of said media 

W 1 Wl 1 wl 1 1 I y \J 1 \mJ I 11 1 1 VH w V V 1 V 1 1 w* wt \*S 1 1 \S 1 wwl 1 VI 1 1 l*w \A I Wl 

input signals. 


16. wherein said data structure is a table 
having a plurality of entries corresponding 
to said channels (Therefore the settinas 
that are stored relate to the media input 
signals) 


1 2. A medium according to claim 1 1 , further 
comprising a data structure for holding said 
values for all of said settings, said structure 
having a separate entry for each of said 
media input signals. 


15. recording said settings in a data 
structure in said system 

16. (dependent on 15) wherein said data 
structure is a table having a plurality of 
entries corresponding to said channels. 


Claim 13 (obvious) 


Obvious to provide a modification command 


14. A method for controlling a multimedia 
system configured to receive a plurality of 
multimedia input signals and present media 
from at least one of said input signals to a 

uQpr thrniinh z\\ Ip^^t nnp niitmit Hpvirp ^aiH 

UOCI LI II UU^I 1 CI L IwCIOL Ui IC U U U I UCVIOCj OCIIVJ 

method comprising: 

selecting one of said sources in response 
to a selection command to said system; 

oresentina media from said one sianal to 
said output device in accordance with at 
least one retrieved parameter value 


1 1 . A method for controlling a multimedia 
system having a plurality of multimedia 
sources, comprising: 

selecting among a plurality of media 

rhannpl^ from ^aid multimpdia ^ourrp^* 

wl IG1 1 1 1 1 wl w 1 1 UI 1 1 OGt 1 VJ IIIUIUII IwTVJ 1 CI OUUI wWw , 

receiving settings for controlling the 
presentation of media from said selected 
channels; 

controllina the oresentation of media 

W\^l 111 W III! 1^4 1 V 1^1 W'WX*'! 1 11 Wl 1 1 1 1 1 Wr Wl 1 Wl 

from said channels individually in response 
to said settings whenever said channels are 
selected; 


retrievina from a table of parameters 

1 w> 11 1 w> VIII y | II \J\ 1 1 wl lO Ul w' \J 1 VJGl 1 wl 1 1 1 w» l> w' 1 w* 

associated with said sources, at least one 
parameter value corresponding to said one 
source 


12 wherein said settinas are received from 

1 £— ■ V V 1 1 wr 1 wl 1 1 wwf 1 wi w» w* 1 11 1 1 wl 1 w 1 w> W w 1 V V_s w 1 1 UI 1 1 

said data structure 


Claim 15 (obvious) 


Obvious to store multiple values in a data 

^trurturp (it ha<; alrpadv hppn p^tahli^hpd 

Oil UwLVJI w 111 1 IGO Oil wO VJ V UCCI 1 V^OLUUIIOl IvU 

that values stored in the data structure are 
related to the media sources/inputs signals) 


1 7. receiving a selection code from said 
user representing said predetermined one 
signal; 

switching said one input signal to said 
one output device. 


See selecting and controlling means in 
claim 11. 


Claims 23-25, and 27 


Covered by claims 1-2. (see Above) 
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As shown in the table above, claims 1-15, and 17 are not patentably distinct 
because they are anticipated by the '614 patent. 

Claims 3 and 4 correspond to instant application claims 2 and 3, and provides a 
further limitation of the media input devices providing audio and video media input 
signals. It would have been obvious to provide audio and video signals in the '614 
patent to provide a user with a wide variety of video programming and musical sources. 

Claim 6 corresponds to instant application claim 5, and provides a further 
limitation of the system further comprising a common output device for presenting one 
of the media signals. It would have been obvious to provide a common output device in 
the '614 patent so that a user can view or listen to the selected source at his/her leisure. 

Claim 8 corresponds to instant application claim 7, and provides a further 
limitation of the user input device having a keyboard having a number of buttons for 
producing selection and modification commands. It would have been obvious to provide 
a keyboard in the '614 patent so that a user can provide a number of different selection 
and modification options such as changing a channel or selecting a different media 
source. 

Claim 9 corresponds to instant application claim 8, and provides a further 
limitation of the user input device including a graphical user interface displayed on the 
common output device. It would have been obvious to provide a graphical user 
interface in the '614 patent so that a user can be instructed on the common output 
device to provide selection commands. 
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Claim 13 corresponds to instant application claim 10, and provides a further 
limitation of receiving a modification command to modify the value of a setting for one 
media signal. It would have been obvious to provide a modification command (for 
controlling the presentation as discussed in instant application claim 15) in the '614 
patent so that a user can control the aesthetic aspects of the media input signals 
selected for display on the common output device. 

Claim 15 corresponds to instant application claim 15, and provides a further 
limitation of storing multiple values in the parameter entries in the data structure for 
each of the different media signals. It would have been obvious to store multiple values 
in the data structure (which stores all values related to media input signals) for the 
purpose of providing the user with access to multiple picture and audible adjustment 
options on the common output device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application 
being examined was not (1 ) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily 
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published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
2. Claims 1-13, and 23-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Williams et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,945,988). 

Referring to claim 1, Williams discloses a plurality of media input signals (Column 
4, Lines 20-21). Williams also discloses at least one setting associated with said 
signals, which controls presentation of media from said signals (Column 7, Lines 3-9). 
Williams also discloses that each of the signals is associated with a value for the setting 
to thereby allow independent control of said setting for each of said signals (Column 6, 
Lines 61-64). 

Referring to claim 2, Williams discloses a media subsystem having a plurality of 
media input devices for providing said media input signals (Column 3, Lines 37-44). 

Referring to claims 3 and 4, Williams discloses that media input devices produce 
audio and video media input signals (Column 6, Lines 61-64). 

Referring to claim 5, Williams discloses a user input device for producing a 
selection command (Column 3, Lines 60-63). Williams also discloses a media adapter 
for selecting one of said media input signals for presentation to said user in response to 
the selection command (Column 4, Lines 8-15). Williams also discloses that the media 
adapter controls the media signal in accordance with the value of the setting for the one 
media signal (Column 4, Lines 15-19 and Column 5, Lines 37-53). 

Referring to claim 6, Williams discloses a common output device (Column 3, Line 

40). 
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Referring to claim 7, Williams discloses that the user input device further 
produces a setting modification command (Column 6, Lines 33-41). Williams also 
discloses that the adapter is responsive to said modification command to modify the 
value of the setting for the one media signal (Column 6, Lines 61-67). 

Referring to claim 8, Williams discloses that the user input device is a keyboard 
(Column 3, Line 64). 

Referring to claims 23-27, see rejection of claims 1-2, and 5-7, respectively. 
3. Claims 14-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by 
Tsumori et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,650,827). 

Referring to claim 14, Tsumori discloses selecting one of said sources in 
response to a selection command to said system (Column 5, Lines 57-63 and Column 
6, Lines 39-41). Tsumori also discloses retrieving from a table of parameter entries 
associated with said sources at least one parameter value corresponding to said one 
source (Column 7, Lines 5-19). Tsumori also discloses presenting media from said one 
signal to said output device in accordance with at least one retrieved parameter value 
(Column 7, Lines 20-24). 

Referring to claim 15, Tsumori discloses that the parameter entries holds multiple 
values each corresponding to a different presentation of media from the input signals 
(Column 6, Lines 61-63 and Column 7, Lines 5-10). 

Referring to claim 16, Tsumori discloses where a first group of parameter entries 
controls the presentation of media from a first output device, and a second group of 



• # 
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parameter entries controls the presentation of media from a second output device 
(Column 6, Lines 44-61). 

Referring to claim 17, Tsumori discloses receiving a selection code from said 
user representing said predetermined media signal (Column 7, Lines 39-41). Tsumori 
also discloses switching said one input signal to said one output device (Column 5, 
Lines 57-67). 

Referring to claim 18, Tsumori discloses receiving a parameter code for 
modifying the value of said parameter for only a particular one of said input signals (see 
Figure 4 for receiving a menu for adjusting the volume and other settings, and Column 
13, Lines 50-65). Tsumori also discloses producing a modified value of said parameter 
in response to the code (Column 17, Lines 58-65, the examiner notes adjusting any of 
the system setting is disclosed throughout the specification of Tsumori). Tsumori also 
discloses storing said modified parameter value in an entry of said table corresponding 
to said particular one input signal (Column 19, Lines 46-54). Tsumori also discloses 
presenting media from said selected signal to said output device in accordance with 
said modified parameter value (Column 19, Lines 58-67). 

Referring to claim 19, Tsumori discloses a signal that is currently selected in 
response to said selection command (Column 17, Lines 35-38 and 53-56). 

Referring to claim 20, Tsumori discloses that a user provides the parameter code 
(Column 8, Lines 37-48 and Column 13, Lines 19-34). 

Referring to claim 21, Tsumori discloses that each of the table entries holds 
multiple values each corresponding to a different one of a plurality of parameters 




Application/Control Number: 09/002,990 



Page 10 



Art Unit: 2611 

associated with the presentation of media from said signals (see memory at Column 7, 
Lines 5-10 for storing multiple values). 

Referring to claim 22, Tsumori discloses that the parameter code further 
specifies a particular one of said parameters as said parameter to be modified (audio or 
display menus in Figure 4, and Column 13, Lines 50-65). 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Frederick (U.S. Patent No. 6,052,740) discloses a convergence system for 
controlling multiple audio/video devices capable of adjusting audible and visual display 
settings. 

Chang Soo et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,446,505) discloses a television system cable 
of adjusting audible and visual display settings with separate audio and video circuitry. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P Salce whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
1824. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8am-6pm (every other Friday 
off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on (703) 305-4380. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-5359 
for regular communications and (703) 872-9314 for After Final communications. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
9048. 




September 18, 2002 ANDREW FAILE 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



